Imphal Times

Editorial

Imphal, VédnesdayFebuary 24, 2016

Tourism trauma

The recent controversies arising out of reports of non-
completion and the subsequent failure of the state government
to furnish Utilisation Certificates for various time-bound
development projects in the state, as well as the counter claims
of Manipur Development Society (MDS), the implementing
agency alleging non-release of funds on time has proved to be
yet another debilitating blow to the efforts to boost tourism in
the state and a major detriment to the much awaited and needed
step in the right direction as the region, lagging behind in almost
every sphere of development due to the unique and difficult
geographical situations, has been facing increasing number of
disturbances and unrest, not to mention the deteriorating
financial conditions and dwindling job opportunities with limited
resources and an almost non-existent industrial atmosphere
adding to the woes. Despite the overwhelming prospects
favourable for development of tourism in the region as it has
been endowed with an amazing variety of natural resources and
favourable conditions which will positively mitigate, if not
remove, a major portion of the problems the region is facing.
The ugly and murky administrative mismanagements have
hampered a very real and inviting prospect of alleviating the
financial and social conditions of the state, as with the
development of tourism, one can expect better public amenities
and improvements in infrastructures, better roads and
transportation systems, cleaner environment, higher and better
opportunities for works and earnings, not to mention the
increased interaction and connectivity with people from different
parts of the world, thus broadening the understanding and
tolerance of different cultures and traditions, among other
things. But all these prospects need to be based on concrete
steps by the Government towards building the right atmosphere
and facilities. Until and unless the Government works in right
earnest, the potentials will remain untapped. Planning and actual
action on the groundwork has

to be taken up immediately. The practice of stashing away huge
portions of the funds meant for public development activities
even before the commencement of the actual work on the ground
have made every project or scheme, however beneficial and
empowering each one of them might have proved to be if
implemented properly, a mere opportunity for enriching
themselves at the cost of the society at large. These blatant
acts of vandalism have even spawned various groups of social
parasite who takes extreme risks to snatch a bite of the loot,
and having has their share, turns a blind eye to the goings-on.
Enough have been written, discussed and verified about tourism
in the state, with nothing much to show for it till now, except
for a few haphazard, disjointed and abrupt excuses for activities.
What we need is results of their long-drawn discourses on the
ground. The public will not settle for anything less.
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Imphal, Feb 24: 2/5 Gorkha Rifles girl students to ensure their dignity asnembers continue to insist that t

(Frontier Force) of Loktak Brigade underwell as health and hygiene.

the aegis of Red Shield Division On the occasion, the village Chief andiemand of their leadeAs noisy

constructed 04 Xoilet Blocks at Govt Secretary of Khoirok thanked tiemy
Higher Secondary School at Khoirokfor providing the much needetbilet

village, Senapati District as part of OpBlock at Govt Higher Secondary Schootill Noon.
at Khoirok village and expressed their
Keeping in mind the vision of ‘Clear India’ gratitude on behalf of one and all for the
immense contribution of the armed forces
towards building a developed and clean
contributing towards Rural SanitationManipur They also emphasized on the
Programme andTotal Sanitation point that this gesture of trmy has New Delhi, Feb 24:Normal life
Campaign by constructing the toilets intouched the hearts of the people and wilslowly resume to trouble to
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Delhi high court adjourns

hearing on Ka

PTI
New Delhi, Feb. 24:The Delhi High

Court onWednesday adjourned the bailCourt and the police should ensure that
plea hearing of JNU Student Unionno ruckus, as happened in the pas|
president Kanhaiya Kumar, arrestedshould take place while the accuse
on sedition charges, for February 29.are being produced.”

As soon as the hearing on Kanhagya’ Then Mehta told the court to defer|
bail plea commenced before Justicéhe bail petition in wake of the new

Pratibha RaniAdditional Solicitor

General (ASG) Tushar Mehta told theThe bench has now fixed February 2!
court that police have a statutory rightfor further hearing on the bail plea.

Open Letter to Naga
SudentsFederation

DearNaga $udents,

Your statement carried in todaypapers that if the Manipp
government does not comply with your demands, you would ban the
imovement of all Meitei vehicles in all Naga inhabited areas is sho¢king.
Dear students it is time for you to learn the nuances of life, if you aspire
to become the leaders of your stateu must prepare yourself to take
over the reins of your societyleadership. Do not get misguided| by
hatred and emotions, because that will lead you nowAecdo no
forget this is 21st century

That fact that you were accosted by some rogue commandos of

nhaiysbail plea

that no one suffers even a scratch this
time. The Registrar of the Delhi High

development.

to take police custody of an accusedSenior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing Manipur Police at Mantripukhri on your way to Ukhrul was dnly

for 15 days and due to newfor Kanhaiya, contended that as pe

developments Kanhaiys'custodial
remand is necessary

“After yesterdays development, two yesterdaythere was no evidence of
of the accused have surrendered andny anti-India slogans being raised b}

are in safe custodyrheir remand is

new development and as per o

seeking remand of Kanhaiya Kumar

Anirban Bhattacharya,”
submitted.

condemnable. But that did not mean that Meitei had tortured you, as you
had conceived it true. Do not try to be ultra-communal, because your
parents would not expect you to emulate the heaéan or the dreaded
ISIS, or would they?

As for the O. Ibobi government of Maniptinere may be some tryth

the status report filed by Delhi Police,
in pursuance to the cowstdirection

his client. in the allegation that Ibobi government is communal or may be worse
yet to be taken. In the backdrop of the'l would like to tell the court that in | than that. Because MO. Ibobi do not look beyon@ihoubal, as one
uithe light of the status report filed by| Congress MLA haveaid “Manipurgi lairik heibasi Thoubalda loina
statutory right of 15 days police the police, there is no evidence of anti leiramalle” — it seems educated people of Manipur liv€tioubal only
custody of an accused, we will belndia slogans raised by Kanhaiya. S¢while pointing out that eighty percent of Ibobi governmemécruit:
tohe should be granted bail,” Sibal said{ belong toThoubal — Mr Ibobi's hometown.
confront him with Umar Khalid and Mehta, however, said that as per the But this fact does not give you the moral authority leave aside right
Mehta new circumstances and evidence whichto brand the Meitei as communal. Because Meitei as a community is not
have emerged, Kanhaiya is required tocommunal. True it has its own intra-community contradictions| and
The ASG said, “Our right cannot be be confronted with the two arrested conflicts, that you probably do not understand. But this has nothjng to
curtailed and the present bail petitionaccused. do with any other community
Kanhaiya, who was arrested o Therefore, dear students please come to your senses and withdraw

be deferred.”

However, during the hearing, when theFebruary 12, was in police custod:
court was informed about violence attill February 17 when he was remande
Patiala House court complex duringin judicial custody till March 2 amidst
Kanhaiyas remand proceedings, theviolence at the court premises during
bench observed, “&have to ensure the remand proceedings.

Rajya Sabha facey

adjournments ove
RohithVemula
suicide case

your threat/ban against Meitei vehicles or whatever

Yours sincerely
Heikrujam Nabashyam
Singjamei Super Market May
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" Chaoren calls on Gol to end colonial .

“On another front, Ga$' many sustained recreational items are all products of foreigiNorth East region, Gol was trying to
policies and campaigns which are alkountries particularly India. In the absencevindicate massive militarization and

New Delhi, Feb. 24The Rajya Sabha aimed at obscuring the subjugated realitpf adequate job opportunities which isimposition of black laws lik&FSFA in

witnessed two djournments in thg
Zero Hour today over the suicide of
dalit student Rohithvemula in

Hyderabad. Raising the issue, Ms|

Maywati of the BSP said it is a matt|
of serious concern for all. She alleg
that such incidents have been tak
place in parts of the country since {|
NDA government came to power
the Centre.

She also said such cases had tal
place during the Congress regime al
Centre. She charged the B
government with trying to thrust tl
RSS ideology in the top educatiorn
institutions. She demanded that a dg
person should be included in t
judicial commission probing th
Hyderabad University incident.
Responding to this, Minister of Sta|
for ParliamentaryAffairs Mukhar
Abbas Naqvi said the government
ready to take up the discussion rig

government should reply to th

scenes continued, Deputy Chairm
Prof. P J Kurien adjourned the Hou|

Jat stir:
Normalcy resume

of our people have been steadilyanother manifestation of the many coloniaWESEA. But today more and more
averwhelming ManipurBut the main policies of economic deprivation andpeople across the world have started
catchword thas would like to be subjugation, alarge number of our educateckalizing that Thangjam Manorama,
mentioned to our fellow citizens is “All people are working in different Rabina, Sanjit and more than 1528 other
erhuman beings want to live in a developednetropolitan cities, far away from our people were killed in fake encounters in
edind peaceful social livelihoodTaking homelandAt the same time, the numberManipur All these repressive measures
ninto due consideration, the inseparablef underprivileged and impoverishedhave convinced our youth to take up arms
heonnection between freedom and progrespeople who are dependent on funds anand fight for freedom of the oppressed
ptour people need to ponder over thgrants doled out by Gol has beemasses. But Gol is not sitting idle. They
political and socio-economic position ofincreasing dramaticallyln the name of have been goading, confusing and
kewtanipur in the face of the all pervasivedevelopment, super-rich capitalist peoplenisleading many of our youth in order to
sd=inance Imperialism. Understanding thenave already started acquiring total contrdlorm militias which would ultimately take
Pbjective conditions of our peopge’ over our natural resources, mountainghe form of ethnic armies.
eunderdeveloprent and GoB roles in lakes, rivers, agricultural lands, forests;The impacts and miseries of black laws,
abustaining and promoting Financeunderground minerals, oil and gas. fake encounters, absence of good
alimperialism would definitely shed more light “In this way, Gol has been deliberately transport infrastructure, lack of public
eon the collective responsibility of our peoplekeeping the productive capacity ofhealth care facilities, absence of good
g towards bringing a successful revolution. Manipur crippled and its economy governance and trustworthy electoral
“We may safely assume that our peoplstunted. One political objective of India issystem are all common experiences of our
teare living a subjugated life under total controto keep Manipur as a frontier, a bufferoppressed people. None of these issues
of Finance Imperialism. One fundamentalzone against external aggression and explaire specific to either hill people or plain
iprinciple of Finance Imperialism is its resources to the maximufin achieve people. Failure to comprehend this reality
helepriving the subjugated people more anthis objective, Gol has been following threds one major factor for the inability of the
Pmore through rampant exploitation of theirstrategies. First, they groomed a puppeevolutionary groups of WESEA to
dand and resources and by flooding themuling class. Second, they unleashed alichieve any progressive stride. If these
ewith industrial products and giving loanskinds of repressive measures througlkommon experiences are put in the
and grants from time to time which onlyoppressive forces like armyaramilitary ~ foreground, one can definitely go beyond
lamake the subjugated people more dependetces, police, secret agents, reactionagthro-centric politics and identify the
isen Finance Imperialisnilo wage wars, armed groups and enactment of a numbeommon enemyMoreover we will also
terrorize people, and repress mankind foof black laws to support these oppressivee able to see the crucial line of division
economic gains are common characters dbrces, and third, they have been projectingvhich separates religious and communal
all exponents and agents of Financelitzand luxury as development. Couplecdiogmatism from the liberation movement.
Imperialism. with state terrorism, the combination of‘The war of liberation fought against
~After the British conquest of Manipur in these strategies have been breedinBurmese occupation in 1826, theglo-
891, our economic productivity wasrampant corruption, communal politics andanipurWar of 1891, the KhongjaNar
deliberately reducedOver the years, conflicts, social evils and crimes. of 1917, Haipou Jadonang and Rani
NManipur was made dependent in alfWith the beginning of the 2icentury ~ Gaidinliu's anti-colonial movements of

the Govt School as part of Opstrengthen the existing bond of friendshipHaryana as highway and rail traffieconomic aspectsfter the British many caintries of\sia have been making 1930-49 and the Nupi Lan of 1904 and

Sadhbhavana Projects. This will alscbetween thérmy and the villagers.
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was restored even as secu
forces were on alert to foil an
untoward incidents. Curfew w;
today lifted in Hisar district an
relaxed in violence-hit Rohtak al
Bhiwani districts while rail an
road traffic resumed on rout
which had remained blocked f}
over a week due to the Jat stir t
claimed 19 lives.

In Bhiwani, one of the wors
affected districts in the agitatio
authorities gave a four-ho
relaxation in curfew Day-long|
relaxation in curfew was given

Rohtak, the epicentre of the pgronulti-national

quota agitation, where extensi
damage has been caused
property

Life is also returning to normal
violence-hit Sonipat, where thr
persons had died in a clash

ityolonial rule was taken over by India inrapid socio-economic progress but som@939 transcended ethnic politics. These
Y1949, a superstructure was imposed upasther countries like Manipur have beenwars and movements stood firmly against
Maniput A new comprador class who struggling for freedom after their foreign domination. These revolutionary
d are enjoying trickle-down benefits of thesovereignty was forfeited. The politicalideas which transcended ethnic politics
chew political system, education systemhistory and reality about Manipur in‘20 were visible more clearly in the far-sighted
and all socio-economic systemsand 2% centuries is largely a narrative ofsocio-political movements spearheaded by
eencompassed by the superstructure hé®edom struggle against British colonialHijam Irabot. In many of the continuous
Dibeen growing incessanflhis comprador rulers and imperialist India. The colonialmass movements of Manipur, including
hatass and their descendents have begwlitical system, super-imposedthe movement known as Meira Paibi
ultimately transformed into collaboratorseconomic structure and proselytizatiormovement to the world and in our brave
- or supporters of the colonial rule and theynto non-indigenous religious faiths mothers, there are ideal elements and
hare looting our people. Gol has beerseverely mangled the integrity andpolitical sagacity worthy to be emulated
fopenly supporting Finance Imperialismsovereignty of ManipurThe colonial and carried forward.
since 1991. They have been devisingegime has been working consistently téit' s time for our people to unite together
Nseveral strategies in association withdestroy the interdependent relationshignd fight collectively against the colonial
companies and shared among different communities ofule.All the communities settled together
Vénternational monetary agencies with thevlanipur Gol has also been engaging itselfn Manipur can live with dignity when our
e objective of economic exploitation. in many piece meal peace processes whigieople wake up and understand the
“As a result our markets have beerhave no solution in sighApart from political reality Peoples support will
Incompletely flooded and dominated bypromoting factionalism and enticing manyenable revolutionaries to defeat and
eéndustrial goods manufactured outsiderevolutionary groups with material destroy the enemies and their nefarious
itEverything we use in our daily life startingbenefits, Gol has been investingconspiracies and set up a progressive,

security forces two days backfrom food items to clothes, housesubstantial amount of money in openingorosperous, egalitarian sociefjhe
Security forces are patrollingconstruction materials, means ofdesignated camps and misleading a lardiberation movement can make meaningful

sensitive areas including Bhiwanitransport and communication, medicahumber of our youth.

Hisar, Sonipat and Rohtal
officials said.

strides and ultimately emerge victorious
,equipment and medicines, books anéBy claiming that there are more than 70only when the revolutionaries and the

stationery goods, sports materialsrevolutionary groups in the so calledmasses walk hand in hand.”
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